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As [ commence Nessiatter 138, perhaps I should vetumn to NIS 137 and finish it, lack of space and
time caused it to be cut off in full flow. Now where was I ?

This is going back cver a twelve month to August '99. On the evening of Thursday 5™ Dick Raynor
, with assistance from Stuart I.eadbetter (NIS member) and myseif, had deployed his camera rig on the bed
of the loch off Abriachan Pier. I had the monitoring gear in my van and had noted the next morning that the
camera was not lying correctly on the bottom. The surface being discernible, I was just able to make out
wave patterns passing over. Indicating the camera rig was lving on it’s back. and perhaps, not quite as deep
as we would have liked. Dick called to pick me up from the pier, as we were going to see Adrian Shine
along at the exhibition. He was able to see the camera situation on the monitor before we left. We had a
good morning with Adran, also meeting up with Alastair wiule there. He diopped me back at the pier on his
way home. Early evening and Stuart dropped in again. he was to be away home the next morning.

Shortiv after Stuart arrived, Dick re-appeared, along with Kate and their two bovs, with a friend of
Kate’s. He had the little dingy on the roof rack, and all the makings for a Bar-b-Que. It was his
birthday, 50®, and he had, some ago, promised himsclf to have his gear in sit and operating before he was
50. That left him about four hours to sort things out! [ aunching the iittle boat, he set out to reposition the
camera rig. Stuart and I helped by paving out more cable, and keeping an eve oa the monttor in the van,
calling directions out to Dick. When things secmed satisfactory, and we had the camera looking at our nicely
lit picce of loch bottom, Dick came ashore. '

Satisfied that all was working well. we joined the others on the beach. Where a nice fire was going,
the bovs having gathered driftwood. and Kate had the pre-cooked meat and roast potatoes in the embers. It
was very nice to sit on the shore in the ‘gloaming’, good tood, good company, wine for some orange juice
for others. To renu:iice, to gpeculnte on the future, to quietly talk and be close to that aimost magical stretch
of water as it lapped, well all nght, =< the waves rolled on to the shore at our feet. A quiet, memorable,
evening. very different to another we were to attend a few days later.

Next moming, Saturday 7", Stuart dropped for the final time as he was on the road home. I am not
sure how long he had been at the loch. It must have been a fair while, as ke had attended the ‘Loch Ness
1999: an Intemational Cryptozoology Symposium’ held over the weekend of July 10™/11" ’99, at the
Drumnadrochit Hotel. Hosted by the ‘Official Loch Ness Monster Fan Club’, among the speakers had been
Richard D. Smith, an American journalist, who contended that the ‘Surgeon’s Photograph’ was still
acceptable as being genuine, despite the findings of David Martin and Alastair Bovd. Professor Henry
Bauer, Virginia State University, who spoke of the work that hiad to be done by amateurs, as scientist tended
to ignore areas that people find most interesting, and the need for trial and error in such endeavours. Loren
Coleman, a leading U.S. Bigfoot researcher, who launched his new book ‘Cryptozoology A-Z’, saying that
although he had travelled to many werld-wide locations reputedly having phenomena like Nessie, nowhere
had the same atmosphere as Loch Ness. He considers it the epicentre of Cryptozootogy. Mr lan Cameron, a
retired police detective superintendent, was there to recount his sighting of a very large, 30 feet, creature in
the loch on 15" June 1965. At an hours duration ihis sighting is censidered to be the longest on record.
Stuart said he found the svmpesium very interesting. I did hear that it was not as well attended as possibly
would have been expected, there being almost as many on the platform as in the audience. The foliowing
day, Sunday 11%, Dick had been the capiain/tour guide when a group of the speakers had taken a trip on the
loch, aboard ‘Nessie Hunter’. They had an exiremelv good iime, teliing him so, I find it somewhat ironic
that his passengers did not really know who he was, that in the field of Loch Ness resecarch and
investigation, he was, is, far better qualified than they.

Back to Saturday 7" August '99, after Stuart left, Doug and Margaret Macfarlane dropped in, they
were up to the loch fer the weekend. Living in Largs, Ayrshire, makes it possible for them ta be able to visit
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the loch for short periods and do some watching. We had a very nice couple of hours. I showed them Dick’s
gear, and had a geod natter.

That evening Dick returned bringing the rest of the equipment. We set about sorting out the recorder
and other gear in the van. The inverter the VCR was running off produced some interference, Dick thought
nerhaps a betier, thus more expensive, unit wouid overcoing thai. The moilon sensor would not co-operate,
so was left out of the set-up. [ do not know how these things work, but seemingly thev detect a change in
the signal coming from the camera, and switch ca the recorder. The resalt being that only movement 1s
recorded, so a tape, and batteries. will [ast many times longer. The set-up we had achieved was continuous
recording. even so a video tape would give eight hours coverage.

For the most of the rest of my stay at the ioch the cympment was operational. Dick keeping it going
with freshlv charged batteries and tapes. Those times I was away from the pier it was a simplc task to unplug
it and lsave the cable ends, coiled in their basket, safely under a bush on the shore. Making the other items
safe in the van. Then in a few minutes after arriving back on site, T could have the rig up and running again.
Apart from once blowing the fuse on the inverter, when I connected wires the wrong wayv round. and Dick
giving it hiitle fine funine twveaks. ail ran well.

Monday was s poor moiiityg . <rart, lumpy loch surface and idnizzly rain, so it was off to Inverness
to stock up at the shops. Then on t¢ Lvies ic see Steve again, the weather had improved by the time [
ammved. It is always nice to spend time with him, talking ‘monster’. and life in general. Steve had an
interesting -observation (0 make about the new *Loch Ness 20007 exhibition opened in June. He had been
told by more than onc of the tourists that visit him on the shore‘at Dores, that he was wasting his time
looking for *Nessie’. When asked why the anssver was, "Well we've been round the new exhibiiion and it
says there is nothing there, except perhaps a big fish”. He felt that although the exhibition was very well
done, and very well presented, it did seem to project a somewhat negative approach. It was surprising that
just two months after opening this approach scemed to be heing accepted by the public. This was not an
1solated case. i was to be told a simular story the next day. when in the Abriachan Nurseries. | usuaily go up
to have a look round and perhaps purchase a plant to take home tor the garden. After all the vears Mr
Davidson knows me, alse whv T amn at the loch. While we were chatiing ke referred to the new exhubition.
Some of his customers, visitors, had asked him. “Don’t vou want us to believe in the Monster now?”. When
asked why they said that he had been told, “we have been round the new exhibition and the scieutist there
reckon there is nothing but a big fish in the loch”. I did voice my doubts to Adrian a couple of years ago
when he was telling me of the plans for the new exhibition. I suggested he should be careful and not ‘kill the
goose that lays the golden egg’. At that time he told me that they had been carrving out surveys of visitors
leaving the old exhibition. and figures indicated that a large majority would have been happv to visit the
exhibition to be told about the loch and it’s environment. with nothing, or very little about the monster. I did
wonder about that, as I feel that the average exhibition visitor wants to be told all about the monsters,
especially if they are plesiosaurs!! I realise that Adrian is in a delicate position, and like mest of us, he wishes
the truth to be paramount. His expectations of the truth are a little different from nune, but it is the truth we
nced. However his position at the Loch Ness 2000 could put him a litile at odds with that, if the average
punter wants to be told about the plesiosaurs in Loch Ness. Perhaps this s the place to add a note to a few
NIS members. I o omeiiv recsive letters from members who have visited the ioch and the exhibition,
who seem 1o be unde. the impression © 14 Adrian owns the exhibition and the shops. He does not, he is the
designer, content and layout, of the cxtubition, and oingoing Curater. The Bremner farnily are owners of the
exhibition and were owners of the lirst shop after the exhibition, but for some time now that, along with the
other sales outlets, have been leased to other firms. It was carly evening before [ returned to the pier.

Tuesday I spent on and around the pier. I took the walk to the Gardens (above). 1 also visited the
small cemetery above the road where Alastair and Isa Berland are buried. That evening Dick picked me up
and took me along to the Project’s hut by the Clansman marina. We were to atiend another 50* birthday
party, this one being Adrian’s. It is frightening how time has flown, where have the vears gone? All the
voung people irom the NI davs are now middle aged and those of us who were not voung then, well!t I
became eligible for my “bus pass’ in September. So another party. a much bigger one. A great crowd there,
both in numbers and nice to be with. Jim Hogan (cruisers), Tony Harmsworth, Alastair and Sue. Dick and
Kate, long standing Project members, personnel from the ’87 ‘Deepscan’ sonar expedition, to name a few;
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too many to spend that much time with each. Mar aiva had laid on a very goed spread. We sat on the shore
by a large bonfire and had a good time. It finished with an unﬂre-ssx\e fire-work display. The way the bangs
and explosions reverberated and echoed from the ¢iils bzhind, the sound relling out over the water, made
some of us recall the stories of oid. When the black pumi,. explosives used in the building of General
Wade's road, in the 1740s, were reporied (v have disiurbed br, mcasiors, kkading o sighlings being
chronicled. Also similar disturbance and reports from the 1930s when the new ‘motor road’ was being
constructed along the Noerthern loch shore.

he theorv that the creatutes may be attracied to the flickering nature of tie light from & {ive, led one
or two of us t¢ think we had missed a chance tc plav a prank on Adiian. All we nceded was someone with
‘scuba’ experience, a model head and sicek, and & ‘monster” could vave teen seen coming ashore to join the
party!! Another mcmomblx. svening.

Wednesday (11™ Aug '99j very calm morning, hoped to have good view ot solar eclipse refiected
from the surface, off the pier. However the loch roughed up just before the shadow siarted to cross the sun.
Dick called in afier funch with a2 new inverter, to trv to eliminate the interference with the recorder. It did
reduce it a little, but not as much as he would have liked. I now had onlv one full day left at the ioch and
was 1o spend 1t goine round saying goodbyes, and visiting the other cemeteries. Ir may seem odd, bul over
the years we have peen visiting wic a2 2a we have lost five dear friends, we always pop in to visit their graves.
Dick retumed late that evening and . .. tieve! the rig. We found water in beoti: the bights, but only cne
had failed, apart from that evervthing else was working, Allin ali & very successiul first field inal. The initiai
idea is sound, improvements will be made io the rig itself Perhaps further thinking on the ease of
depiovment 18 necded. There is no doubt Dick is developing a verv valuabie ol for further investigation of
the loch.

Apart from the day doing last visits and the next morming packing up. that wasg my 1999 wip to the
loch over. As usual a very good time, more so because of being able to aseist and work with Dick on his
project. No sign of my primary quarry!! An uneventtul journey home. the cat travels surprisingly well.

Ihat was neariy cighteen months ago, showing how far bchind Nessietters are. 1 feel that the work
Dick started then could prove very valuable and that you shouid be kept jaformed about it.

BOCKS

“The Complete \151101 Guide to Loch Ness. Invemness and the Loch Ness Monster’ by Andy
Owens. Mainstream Publishing ISBN 1- 4 18-307-1. £9.99. This could be a usefil book for newcomers o
the mystery, Loch Ness and suirounding area. it combines comprehensive sections.on all amerities, where
to stay, transport. activities. not onlv Inverness but round the loch village by village. With a seciion about the
Loch Ness Monster, ‘The History of a Mystery’, and a short list of sightings. For alreadv dedicated
followers of the story, this does not reveat anything new. A rolative newcomer to the area and the mystery,
Andy seems to have done eflicient research on the subject, although some of the sightings listed, have been
given good normal explanations in Nessletters. The hardback format of this book seems a little unusual, as
guide books, needing updating from time to time, are usually paperback. _.

Next a book not entirely about Loch Ness, although the ioch s featured. ‘Cryvtptozoolgy, A to Z.°
Loren Ceoleman & Jerome Clark, Fireside Beoks nublished by Simon- & Schuster New York; ISBN. 0-684-
85602-6, $13.00 “ubetitled],  The Facvelopaedia of Lake Moaster. Sasquatch Chupacabras & other
Authentic Mysteries of WNature. This (- & containg nearlv 2C0 entries on Beasts, Amumals. Locations. as well
as researchers authors biologists and ciier ploncers of the subject. It also has a Cryptozoology Timeline,
highlighting milcstones and anumal discoveries from 1800 to-2G00. Volumes like this cuver so mauch ground
that they generaily only have space for a thumbnail sketch of entries. 1.och Ness has five pages, although it
does get the odd word in other places. Tim Dinsdale has one page, Profossor Roy Macka! has half a page.
The value of this tvpe of book is that it cat: set you on the road for further research. How good it is can only
be judged by using ong’s own knowledge of specifics. In the ‘Timeline™ it has; 1933 ‘Loch Ness Monster’
sightings begin, no mention ot the ‘Surgeon’s Photo, or of the Tun Dinsdale film in 1960. Alihough it does
have; 1967 ‘Patterson Film’, that is Bigfoot. The Loch Ness Phenomena Investigation Bureau has no entrv,
ong of the imporiant steps in the foundations of Cryvprozoology, even before the word was coined There 1s
no mention of Bob Rines although as a ‘rescarcher” some of his work is refereed to in the Loch Ness entrv
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as bemng sponsered Hv the Academv of Applied Sciences, with no further information about the Academy,
Peter Bvme who did much reveaici.  nd investigation into the Bigfoot myvstery, as well as work on the
ground he, for many years, ]"hbhbhb - oighort Mows' doss not ge r 2 mention. I the periodicals section

Nessletter does not feature, after mf*m‘ '—5';*’ vears of chronistng the Loch Ness scene. perhans it should,
NMakes one wonder what other. possibly useful hale publicatons f ot other areas of Crypiozoology have
been missed? Perhaps not as comprehensive # volume as one would }1

Next a book with nothing ai all to withy Lol Ness, bui it couki be of interest. ‘Out of the Shadows,
Mystervy Animals of Ausiralia’, Tonv Healy and Paud Cropper. Publisiied by Pan Macmiifan Australia, ISBN
0-330-27499-6, A$19.95. this is the first book to docnment Australia’s mysiery aniinals. The authors have
over {ifty years of research between them. undertaking expediiions to search ter manv types of Crypads in
numerous places world-wide. They met up when on the trail of the Kangaroc Valley Panther (NSW),in
1981. Since then thev have combined their files and shared all nformation. The book looks at extinct
animals, last Tasmanian Tiger (Thylacine) shot in 1936. mainland Thyvlacines died out 3000 vears ago, vet
reports keep coming win of these creatures being seen. and other evidence bemng found. I also looks at the
case tor the Queensland Marsupial Tiger. and Alien Bigeats. Also analvsed is the evidence for the *Yowie'
and the ‘Bonyip®. Forensic evidence, skeiches, photographs, paw prints, eye-witness accounts, for all these
cases, presented in this book. As I said nothing to do with Loch Ness, but verv interesting and well
esearched. Tony Healy has visited Lochv Ness, mwwice breaking lis journey to stay with us. e is very down
to earth and I feel that whatever evidence he presents about vanous aspects of Cryptozoology can be
accepted as very well thoughid through. '
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SIGHTINGS

Sighting reports, or rather iack of them is beconung a cause for concern. For many months we have
had almost a total lack of reports, even misinterpreiatinns. Althongh one dubious source doss give a figure
of wwelve reports for 2000. These must be guestionable as my contacts at the loch Lave not sent me any
details. nor have t:~ “izturcd ip the locg! Invernese press. When at the foch in August 2000 T saw Steve
Feitham and was abic {(C see ihe photor hs taken by the farh fros Dorser in June 2000 (NIS137). 1 had
no trouble in agrecing with him thai what had boen pictred was a water bird of some kind. Very
disappointing, the photographs did aot {ally at all with the verbai account be had been given by the people
involved. Once more illustrating how casily visitors, or even focals. without much experience ot watching the
loch surface can be mistead.

I had a bricf note from Steve at Christmas, he said there had been news of two photographs being
taken this Autumn. One by Alex Croshy, from Edinburgli, Alex was a companion of Eric Beckjord when he

was at the loch in the laic '80s. At that time Alex toid Dons and Audrey. in ail seriousness. that when he

wanted to ses Nessie he had 3 word with the cravws and they flow off over the loch and told Nessic; who
then popped up for him. I thought that perhaps Alex had managed ic capture such a moment on film.
However, Steve 18 sure this one is of a Seagull. sitting on the loch’s surface. The other. he is certain. 18 a
shot of one of tiwe Hotel Barges that now ply the loch and canal, taken at extrems distatice. Knowing Steve
and the wealth of experience he has of the water and things upon, and i i I am sure there can be no
guestion about his conclusions in these cases.

TAIL ENDS

The Abbev ar Fori Augustus has been bouglit. If reports are correct there conld be a bright future in
store. Jan Sunidbeiyg and a GUST team ave {o refurn to the loch. with a fivp v March. More on these items
in next Nessietter.

At last another Nessletter put together. thov seem to take longer. Thank vou again for your
forbearance. Please remember vour news and views are alwavs welcome. and needed. My address remains:-
7 Hunisheeldford, St John’s Chapcl. Weardale. Co Durham, DL12 1RQ. Tel. ¢1388 537339, Subscription
UN 42.75, N, America $10.00. veariy, or six 1ssues.

Piap.




