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As I cormnence Nessktter 138, perha1 .. s I should retuin to Nl:S 137 and fmish it, lack of space and 
time caused it to be cut off in full fiow. Now where \Vas I? 

This is going back over a nvelve month to August '99. On the evening of 'Thursday 5th Dick Raynor 

, \Vith assi�tance from Stuart Leadbetter (NIS m.ember) and nlyself, had deployed his camera 1ig on the bed 
of the loch off Abriachan Pier. I had the monitoring gear in tny van and had noted the next n1o1ning that the 
camera was not lying correctly on the bottom. The swface being discernible, I \-Vas just able to make out 
\Vave patterns passing over. Indicating the camera rig was lying on it's bac� and perhaps� not quite as deep 
as we would have liked. Dick called to pick me up from the pier, as \Ve were going to see Adrian Shine 
along at the exhibition. He was able to see the camera situation on the monitor before \Ve left. \Ve had a 
good morning \-Vith Adrian, also meeting up with Alastair 'While there. He dropped me back at the pier on his 
way home. Early evening and Stuat1 dropped in aga� he was to be a\tvay hotne the next tnorning. 

Shortly after Stuart ani.ved, Dick ·re-appeare� along with Kate and their «vo boys, \Vith a friend of 
Kate 's . He had the little dingy on the roof rack, and all the makings for a Bar-b-Que. It was his 
birthday, 50th, and he had, some ago, promised himself to have his gear in situ and operating before he was 
50. That left him about four hours to �ort things out! L�unching the little boat, he .set out to reposition the 
camera rig. Stuart and I helped by paying out more cable, and keeping an eye 011 the monitor in the van, 
calling directions out to Dick. \Vhen things seemed satisfactory, and we had the c'unera looking at our nicely 
lit piece of loch bottom, Dick came ashore. 

Satisfied that all \\>·as workinQ: \Veil. \"\re ioined the others on the beach. \Vhere a nice frre was Q:oim. 
� I � � � 

the boys having gathered drifuvoo� and Katc had the pre-cooked meat and roast potatoes in the embers. It 
Was Very nice to sit on the shore in the 'gloatning', good food, good company, wine for some OrCL"lge juice 
.for others. To rern::c.��e> tfj ��ec�I!:�te en the future, to quietly talk and be close to that almost magical stretch 
of water as it lapped! well all right, ��. !he waves rolled on to the shore at our feet. A quiet, tnemorable, 
evening. very different to another we were to attend a fe\v days later. 

Next mornirig, Saturday 7u\ Stuart dropped for the final titne as he \Vas on the road home. I am not 
sure how long he had been at the loch. It must have been a fair while, as he had attended the 'Loch Ness 
1999: an Inten1ational Cryptozoology Symposium' held over the weekend of July 10th/11th '99, at the 
Drumnadrochit Hotel. Hosted by the ·:official Loch Ness �1onster Fan Club', among the speakers had been 
Richard D. Smith, an . ·American journalist, who contended that the 'Surgeon's Photograph' was still 
acceptable as being genuine, despite tl1e findings of David !viat1in and Alastair Boyd. Professor Heruy 
Bauer, Virginia State University, �vho spoke of the work that had to be done by amateurs� as scientist tended 
to ignore areas that peqple find most interesting, and the need for tri1l and en·or m such endeavours. Loren 
Coleman, a leading U.S. Btgfoot researcher� who launched his ne\v book 'Cryptozoology A-Z', saying that 
although he had travelled to many w � .. ld-v.ride locations reputedly having phenotnena like Nessie� nowhere 
had the same atmosphere as Loch Ness. He considers it the epicentre of Cryptozoology. !vfr Ian Cameron, a 
retired police detective superintendent, \Vas there to rec.ount his sighting of a ·very iargc, 30 fee� creature i..11. 
the loch on 15th June 1965. At an hours dw:ation ihis sighting is considered to be the longest on record. 
Stuart said he found the symposium very interesting. I did hear that it \Vas not as vrell attended as possibly 
would have been expected, ther being almost as many on the platform as in the audience.. The iollowing 

. day, Sunday 11 m� Dick had been the captain/tour guide when a group of hi.e speakers had taken a trip on the 
loch, aboard '1 Tessie Hunter'. They had an extretnely good time, telling him .'o, I find it some\vhat ironic 
that his passengers did not really know who he was, that in the field of Loch Ness research and 
investigation, he was, is, far better qualified than they. 

Back to Saturday 7th August ,99, after Stuart left, Doug and !vlargaret I\1acfarlane dropped in, they 
were up to the loch for the weekend. Living in Largs, Ayrshire� makes it possible for then1 to be able to visit 
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the loch for short periods and do some watching. \Ve had a very nice couple of hours. I showed them Dick's 
gear, and had a good natter. 

That evening Dick returned bringing the rest of rh.e equipment: \V·e set about sortit1.g out the recorder 
and other gear in the van. The i.rtverter the VCR \Vas running oif produced some intretference, Dick thought 
perhaps a better, thus ntore expensive, unit \vouid overcotne ···tat The tnotior�. sensor would not co-operate� 
so was left out of the set-up. I do not kno"" how· these things \York, but se�n1�.n::Jy they detect a change in 
the signal coming fro1n the camera., and sv itc-h on the recorder. Th� re�;w.• bdng that o J.ly tnovement- is 
recorded, so a tape, and batteries� \viH lagt many times longer. The sct.:up we had achieved was continuous 
recording� e·ven so a video tape \Yould give eight hol rs coverage. 

For the most of the rest of 1ny stay at the toch the eqaiptnent was operational: Dick keeping it going 
with freshly charged batteries and tapes. Those times I v;as avvay frotn the· pier it ·"vas a simple tasl· to unplug 
it and leave the cable ends, coiled in their basket, safely under a bush on the shore . :Lvfak.ing the other itenlS 
safe in the van. Then in a fe\V mmutes after an'iving back on site, I could have the rig up and running again. 
Apart from once blowing the fuse on the inverter� ·;vhen I cotL.,.ected wires the ·wrong \vay round� and Dick 
giving it little fine tu· .ir g t\veaks. all ran well. 

ivlonday \IYaCS u p·oor ffi011U!t.',.. • n �tart, lumpy loch surface and drizzly rain, SO it WaS off to Inverness 
to stock up at the shops. Then on ro .uo.i .:-s to .�ec Steve aga� the weather had improved by the time I 
arrived. It is al�:ays 'nice to spend time \Vith him� talking 'tnonster' � and life in general. Steve had an 
interesting ·observation to rnake about the new •(odl Nes.· 2000� exhibition opened in June. He had been 
told by more than one of the tourist: that vi..sit him on the· sh ·re� at Don�s� that he was wasting his time 
lookiqg for '1 ressie�. \\t1ten asked whv the answe): wa-�. ''\Vell we�ve been round the· new exhibition and it 
says there is nothing there, except pe�haps a big fish" . .  ·He fdt that although the exhibition \Vas very V\'ell 
done, and very \·ve.ll pre ented, it· did seetn to P£oj��t a some\vhat negative <:pp roach. It \Vas surprising that 
just two months· after opening this approach seemed to be beiflg· accepted by the public. This was not an 
isolated ea. e. I \Vas to be told a sunilar story the next day� when in the· J-\briachan .. 1urseries. I usually go up 
to have a look· round and p·�rhaps ·purchase a ·plant to take home for the garden. l\...fter :dl the years Mr 
Davidson knows me, r.l�o v.rhy I atn at the loch. \\'hile · ��e· \V ere c.hat'lh'lg he refen·ed to the. new· exhibition. 
Some of his custotners, Visitors, had asked him -�Don't you want us to beli�ve iri the �1onster ttO\V?". \Vhen 
asked why they said that he had been told, ''\:ve have been round ·the ne\v exhibition and the scientist there 
reckon there is nothing but a big fish in the loch". I did· voice my doubts to Adrian a couple of )'ears ago 
when he was telling me of the plans for the new exhibition. I suggested he should be careful and not 'kill the 
goose that lays the golden egg·. At that time he told n1e that they had been ca!zying out sun-'eys of visitors 
leaving the old exhibition. and figures indicated·· tl1at a large majority \vould have been happy to visit the 

exhibition to be told about the loc.h and it's environtnent, \Yith nothing� or very little about the monster. I did 

wonder about that, as I feel that the average exhibition "isHor �-ants to be told all about the monsters, 
especially if th�y a e p!esiosaurs!! I realise that Adrian is in a delicate position, and like mcst of us, he wishes 
the truth to be paramount. His expectations of the truth are a little different from mine, but it is the truth \Ve 
need. Ho·wever his position at the Loch .t\ess 2000 could put hlln a little at odds \vitli that, if the average 
punter wants to be told about the plesiosaurs in Loch ·Nes ·. Perhaps this i�. the place to add a note to a fe\v 
1\TJS members. r·c...... �·1nail:' rec' ... �\·� l�tkrs frotn members \'\iho have visited the loch and the exhibition, 
who seen1 to be unde.i the ilnpression � · 1t Adrian o\·vns the exhibition and the shops. He does not� he is the 
designer� content and layout, of the �xi:ubition, and Ot�going Curator. 1l1e Bremner farf'ily are owners of the 
exhibition and \Vere owners of the firSt s 1op after the exhibition,· but for some tjme novl tha� along with the 
other sales outlets, have been leased to other finns. It \Vas early evening b��')r� I retmned to the pier. 

Tuesday I spent on and around the pier. I took the walk to the C.r4.1rdens (above). I also visited the 
stnall cemetet)' above the road where Alastair and l�a Borland are buried . That evening Dick picked me up 
and took me �long to the Project's huf by the Cla.tlstnan marina. \Ve were to attend another 50th birthday 
party, this one being Adtian' s. It is frightening how time has fJ.o\Yn, \\-·here have the years gone? J. \11 the 
young people from the LNI days are no\\.- middle aged and those of us who were not young then, well�! I 
became eligible for my 'bus pass' in Septetnber. �o another party� a muc.h bigger one. i\ great crowd there� 
both in num.bers and nice to be with. Jim Hogan (cruisers), Tony Harms\vorth, Alastair and Sue. Dick and 
Kate, long standing Project members, personnel from d1e· '�7 'Dcepscan� sonar expedition, to name a few; 
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too many to spend that muc 1 time with each. rv1aralyn had laid on a very good spread. Vle sat on the shore 

by a large bonfire and had a good tin1c. It fmished with an impressive frre-\vork display. The way the bangs 
and explosions reverberated an et echo�d fr·)lr. e-1e cliii� belri.t1d, th� ·ound rolling out over. the \\·ater, tnade 
some of us recall the stories uf o:d. \"\�]�en the black povv·der exp!fJs�.ves used in the l. ui!ding of General 
\Vade�s road, in the 1740s� "·vere repori�d to 1· a -� disturb�d rh;;: 1nonst�r� .. h;ac !ng to sighlings b�ing 
chronicled . . Also sunilar disturbance and repot1s fro.tn the 1930s \\hen the nevv 'motor road' V\l'as being 
constructed along the Northetn loch shorli;. . . 

The theory that the creatures ntay be aura ted to the flickering natur:' of the light fTon1 a fire= led. one 

or two .of us to· think \Ve had rnissed a chanc� tG play a pr-·nk 0n A \.drian . . All \-Ve needed \Vas someone with 
'scuba� experience� a model h�tld '1nd 1: ... ck, and a �n onster�. ccJ.ld hav!.:: her;.n seen ;otnin� ashore to join the 
party!! Another memorable e·veni.rtg. 

\Yednesday (11th Atlg '.99) rery calln monU.ng, 1 oped to have gpod vie·w of soiar eclips� refle�ted 
frotn the surface, off the pier. Holvever the loch roughed up jusr before the shadow· started to cross the .sun. 
Dick called in after lunch with a new inYerter,. to try to eliminate th;,; interference •vith the recorder. It die 
reduc� it a little, but not as much as. he. \Vould have.liked. I no?,.' had only one full day left. at_ the loch and 
was to -spend it go1r�-r. round saying goodbyes, and visiting th.e other .c.en1e.teries. It ma:-' seem odd, but over 
the years \"Ve-have n.een '�siring t�te.;:;�.::>fl we have lost five dear friends: we always pop i..11 to vi��t their graves. 
Dick returned late that evening anJ 'r\ ... J. .... trie� ·."'-:1 the rig .. V/c fou·td \Vater in b""'th the lights, but .only one 
had failed, apart from that vety1hing else was\\ orking. All in all a very success.f\11 first- field trial. The initial 
idea is sounJ� in1proven1ents will be made to the rig itself. Perhaps fu1the.r thinking on the eas� of 
deployment i� needed. �I11ere is no doubt Dkk is developing a Ycry Yaluab��; 1ool for further investigation of 
the loch. 

Apart from the day doi..11.g las i�its and the next .1norning packh'1.g up� that \Vas my ] 999 trip to the 
loch o ·er. As u ual a very good titnc� tnore so because of being. able to assist and \V<)rk v�it.'-1 Dick on his 
project. No sign of my J)l'imary quan·yl � .A11 uneventful journey t ome. the cat travels surt_a!risingly well. 

That\ •as nearly eighteen n1onth� ago, sho\ving ho'\v far behind Nessierters are. I feel that the \Vnrk 
Dick started then could prove very valuab! at.ld .that �ou should be kept infonned about it. 

BOOKS 
'Th� Cotnplete .Visitor's Guide to Loch �ess�. Invemes_ and the Loch Ness Monst�r' by ·Andy 

Owens. Ma:i:rbtream Publbhh,g ISBN 1-84018-307-1� £9.99. This could be a us�ful book for ne\ovcomers to 
�,mystery, Loch Ness and surrounding ru·ea. It combines coJnprehensive sec.tion� .on all an�enities, where 
to stay, transport� activities� not only Inv·erness but round the loch village b:y ,.illage. \Vith a section about the 
Loch Ness �{onster: "The History o.f a Niystery', and a . short list. of sightings. For already dedicated 
followers of the story, thi'; do_es not re /.;,!l anything ne�v. A rcl"tive fJC\vcom�r to the area and the ·mystery� 
Andy seem. to have don� eft1cicnt research on th� subject, although some of the sigl.Jir�gs listed� ha 'e been 
given good nonnal e�plar ations in Nessletters. ·The hardback fonnat of this book see�s a little unusual� as 
guide bpoks, needing updating from time to rime� a.re u�ually paperback. . . 

Next a book .not entirely ab_out Loch Ness� although the loch is featured. 'Cr:vtptozoolgy, .A. to Z.' 
Loren Coleman & Jerome Clark Fireside Books published by Simon.& Schustt:t· � re�v \.,.ork; ISBN- 0-:684-
85602-6� $13.f:f'. �· ·;�J-tit�\.·d! Th� F .cyclopaedia of Lake IvfonsteL Sasquatch Chupacahras � other 

Authentic :Niysterie.s. of�·-Ja ure. This . , ·k contains nearly 200 entrie� on Beast�� A.nilnals� LocatiorL�. as \vell 
as researchers authors biologists and orher piot t�rs of the subject It also has a Cryprozoology Timeline, 
highlighting mih:�·tones and anima. discoveries from 1800 to 2000. Volun1es likt; thi� cover so rnuch gtound 
that they generally only have spac.e tor a thumbnail sketch of entries. Lo(;h 1 Tess has fiv� pages� although it 
does get the od-t 'vord in other places. Ti.t-n Dinsd_ak has one pag;;: .Prof�ssor Roy !\.fackrl has half a page. 
The .value of tbis tvpe of book i_s that it can set you on the road for futiher research. I-lo\v good it is can only 
be judged by using one's o;vn }mowledge of specifics.- In the 'Timdiltc'. it has; 1933 'Loch Ness !vfonstcr' 
sightings begin, no mention of the 'Surgeon· s Photo� or of the Titn uillSdak tihn in l960 . . Although it does 
have; 1967 'Patter: on Film�� that is Bigfoot. The Locl :Ness Phenomena Investigation Bureau has no entry, 
on ... of the important step.- in the founclations of Cryptozoology, even before the \V rd \vas coined Th-·re is 
no n1ention of Bob Rines although as a 'researc.her � some of his \Vod· is refereed to in the Loch N'ess entry 
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as being ·sponsore - hv the Acaderrl.V of Applied sd�nces, \Vith no furlher infonnation about the Academy, 
Peter Byrne \Vho did .10uch rc�r �.-��� .... i .  · . ·;d inYest�gJ.t1on into the B1gtoot mystery� a"' 1\'ell as vvork on the 
ground h�, for rnany years, pubhshca !.o ... i-., �gf:� · -:-: ��'"'�/� � :  do;;s n ·) t  get � .  1.nention . In ihe periodicals section 
Nessletter doe� not fea�!re� after twemy-�:�'\ years of .;hr�:!�i�:Eng thf.' Lech 1'-�es·� <;cene. perhaps it ·hou!d. 

• I 1 • • t l h 1 • .  • • .  . ,.. h . f' c . f I Iv!a.K�s one 'vYonuer \V 1at otner. po�su) y use t.tL n!l l.:. p!lt:llv�: acns :;�\)!1·� (H :;;r ;. r��� s o..: .ryp wzoo1ogy 1ave 

been tnissed? Perhap� no . s cotnpret ensive :1 v<-.h.nne <ic. one \\-ould "�"· 'ish . 
Next a bool· \vith nothing at all to witb Loch t��:�s� but it cod'"l bt of inter��st. �oHt of tht� Shadows, 

Iv1ystery Anin lals of Au tr�1L1 � ,  fony Healy and Paul Cropper. Pul�1isted by Pan· �- Iac!nil!an Australia, ISBN 
0-330-27499-6: A$ 1 9 . 9 5 .  thi.� is tLe first boo h. t 1 do.;�· 1wn Austr.alb 's n·,yst�r)· anin1a.ls. The authors ha-\·e 
over fifty years of research bel:\vcen them. undet1aking expedicions to search tor many types of Cryptid� in 
numerous places \vor1d-wide. 'They rnet up \vhen on th� traj . of the Kangaroo '/alley Pan her (NS\\l),in 
1 98 1 .  Since then they have combined their files and sl ared all information. 1 he book looks at extinct 
anitnals, last fasmanian Tiger (Thylacine) shot in 1 936. rnainland Thylacines died .1t 3000 years ago� yet 
reports keep coming in of these creatures being seen, and oth�r �vid·�nce bei..qg found. It also looks at the 
case for the Queensland l\-1arsupial Tiger� and Alien Bigcats. Also analysed)s th� evidence for the 'Yo\\11e � 
and the 'Bunyip " .  Forensic evidenc · �  sketches! photoQ!aphs� pa\v prints= eye-witt�ess accounts� for all these 
cases, presented in this l ook. As I said nothing to do with Loc-h NesR, bnt very interes ·mg and \vell 
researched . Tony I-Ie·,ly has ,isited. Loch .:. Tcss. t\vice breaking his joum�y to stay vith us. I-Ie is v�ry do\\n 
to earth and I feel that \Vhatever evldt:mce he presents abou varinu�· ·:.spects of Cryptozoology ea� be 
accepkd as ·vt;;ry 1vvell thought thr >ugb . 

SIGI-ITil 7GS 
Sighting repo ts� or rat11er lack of them is becotning � cause for concern. For tuany tnonths we have 

had almost a total lack of rcpotts, C"\'Cn mis· .b�rprcta.tipns . . :\lthcugh one dubious source do::;s gi,.:c a figure 
of twelve repo1ts for 2000. Th se mst b� 1uestiom: ble as my eo ,ta��ts at the lo;;h · 1ave not sent me any 
details. nor have t� ··: !-�.:: �!tur�d w t�� 1ocd InYerness press. ""\Vhen at tte loch in _·\.ugust 2000 I sa\v Steve 
Feltham and \Vas abk \; �ee th� phot<ir · · � .. hs taken by the fatnily fi·o.m Dorset jn June 2000 (N1S l37). I had 
no trouble in agreeing wit 1 h.itn that wt at -�lad bc�n pictured vvas a l;"\t·ater f:lird of sotne kind. \l ery 
disappointing: the photograph ·. did not tally at all t.vith the verbai account he had been gt\'en by the people 
involved. fJnce more illustratin� hc)\V easily visitors, Of even locals� _\-Vithout much experience of Watching the 
loch sutf�1ce can be mislead. 

· 

I had a brief note from S teve · at Christmas, he said th�re had he�n news of tv.ro photographs being 
taken this Autumn .  On� by Alex Crosty� fi·ol l Edinburgh, Alex \Vas a cornpa.n.ion of Eric Bcckjord wlt n he 
W,.lS at the loc.h in the. lat - • 80s. At that tin�e Alex told Doris .ind Audrey� in an seriousness. that w·hen he 
wanted to se� Ncssie he had a word \"Vith the cro,vs and the_ ' t}'\V off over the loc.h and told Nessie; \Vho 
then popped up for him. I thought that perhaps ..:\lex had managed to cap1ure such a n1otnent on film. 
Ho\vever, Steve is sure this one is of a Sea.gult sitting on the loch ,s surface. The other. he is certai� is a 
shot of one of the Hotel Barges that no v piy the loch and canal� taken at extremo distance. IZno\ving Steve 
and the wealth of experience he has of the 'Yater and things upon, and � it I an1 sure there can be no 
question about his conclusions in these cases . 

· 

T .AII.J E:t\TIS 
The Abbe�' at Fort Augu�tu'S has }-lcen bought . If rep_o11s are correct there c.ould he a bright future in 

store. Jan Sundb�·rg '"Hd a OUST kdn m···' to retuiT .. to the lo�..�lt vith a ti '-11_) •. in 1vlart;h. Iv1ore on these ite1ns 
in next Ness�ett�r. 

At last another Ncsslct!.cr put togetheL the:· :o;ccrn to take l\.n1gcr. Thank you 2gain for your 
forb�aranc.e. Pkase ren1ember your ne\vs and vie\vs are a�\vays \:Velcont.e� and needed. �fy address remains:·  
7 Huntshieldford, St John's  Chapc .· '�/e .. .rdJl�� Co Durharn.., DL 1. 3 IRQ. Tct 0 1 38� 5 3 73 59.  Subscription 
{JK £2. 7 5, � r. America � 10 .00. yearly, or SLX i�sues. 

Rip. 


